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WORSHIP… All worship begins with God. He is our Creator and He desires us to be in 
relationship with Him. He reaches out to us, and, in worship, draws us closer to Him. Jesus 
whom we come to know through Word and Sacrament, is the way God reveals Himself to 
us. And more, it is in His name that we approach the throne of the Almighty. In worship the 
believer through Jesus Christ, reaches out to his heavenly Father. As the Holy Spirit works 
through Word and Sacrament, we become aware of our need for God, and seek fellowship 
with God in the company of fellow believers. 

LUTHERAN… Originally a derogatory term for those who reminded the Church that it is “by 
grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourself; it is a gift of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8- 9) Now, we embrace Lutheran to mean we are 
disciples of Jesus Christ who agree with Dr. Luther’s teaching from the Bible as summarized in 
his Small Catechism.

…DECENTLY AND IN ORDER… (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:40) 
Whether the service is closer to what some would call 
“traditional” or others “contemporary” - whether we are 
using hymns that may even pre-date the Reformation 
or music written in our lifetimes - there is an order 
to worship comprised of three parts: the Service of 
Preparation, the Service of the Word, and the Service of 
the Sacrament. Together, these three sections make up 
the whole worship order. 

HELP, HOPE, HOME, IN THE BODY OF CHRIST… If you 
have no church home of your own, we encourage you 
to get to know us and we invite you to participate in the 
other activities here. And more, we cordially invite you to 
join God’s family here at Redeemer.

Explanation for the parts of the service come from Worship Is 
Celebrating As Lutherans, by Walter M. Schoedel & David W. Christian, (Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Missouri, 1990) Worship Service adapted from “Divine Service Setting One,” Lutheran Service Book (Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri, 2006).



THE DIVINE SERVICE
THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION

PRELUDE Still, Still, Still   
 Traditional Austrian Carol

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels:  

Refrain
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
    Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: [Refrain]

Text: Public domain

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS



INVOCATION 
The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen.                   Matthew 28: 19b; [18: 20]

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
L  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C   But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,  

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 John 1: 8– 9 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

L  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C   Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

The Leader faces the congregation: 

L  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

[John 20: 19– 23] 
C  Amen.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY   2 Timothy 4: 22 

P  The Lord be with you.
C   And also with you.
P  Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day is spoken.

C   Amen

 



 THE READING OF GOD’S WRITTEN WORD

FIRST READING  1 Kings 3:4–15
After the reading: 

R  This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE   Ephesians 3:1-12
After the reading: 

R  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord.
After the reading:

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
    Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
    His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
    To set the captive free,
To take away transgression
    And rule in equity.



He comes with rescue speedy
    To those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy
    And bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing,
    Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
    Were precious in His sight.

He shall come down like showers
    Upon the fruitful earth;
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers,
    Spring in His path to birth.
Before Him on the mountains
    Shall peace, the herald, go;
And righteousness in fountains
    From hill to valley flow.

Kings shall fall down before Him
    And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore Him,
    His praise all people sing.
To Him shall prayer unceasing
    And daily vows ascend;
His kingdom still increasing,
    A kingdom without end.

Text: Public domain

SERMON   Mystery and Wisdom

TITHES & OFFERINGS    (Malachi 3:6-10; 2 Corinthians 9:7)

OFFERTORY   Lovely Is the Dark Blue Sky  
 Traditional Danish Carol



THE APOSTLES CREED 
C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   [1 Timothy 2: 1– 4] 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   (Matthew 6:7-13; 1 Chronicles 29:11-13)

C  Our Father which art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                 (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My (†) body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My (†) blood, which is shed for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  A Great and Mighty Wonder
A great and mighty wonder,
    A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
    With virgin honor pure! 

Refrain:
Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”

The Word becomes incarnate
    And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
    To shepherds from the sky. [Refrain]

While thus they sing your Monarch,
    Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains,
    And oceans, clap your hands. [Refrain]

Since all He comes to ransom,
    By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
    The Savior and the Lord. [Refrain]

Text: Public domain

  What Child Is This
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
    On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
    While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
    The babe, the son of Mary!



Why lies He in such mean estate
    Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
    The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
    The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
    Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
    The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: Public domain

  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem,
    How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
    The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
    The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
    Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,
    And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
    Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
    Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king
    And peace to all the earth!



O holy Child of Bethlehem,
    Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
    Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
    The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
    Our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Public domain

TABLE THANKSGIVING
P  Now, may this the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you in 

the one true faith unto life everlasting as you go in His peace and with His Spirit.
C  Amen.

POST COMMUNION COLLECT
P  All praise to you, 

almighty God and heavenly king, 
who sent your Son into the world 
to take our nature upon him 
and to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that, as we are born again in him, 
so he may continually dwell in us 
and reign on earth as he reigns in heaven, 
now and for ever.

C  Amen

BENEDICTION   (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and (†) give you His peace.

C  Amen.



RECESSIONAL  Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
    Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
    And heav’n and nature sing,
    And heav’n and nature sing,
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
    Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
    Repeat the sounding joy,
    Repeat the sounding joy,
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace
    And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
    And wonders of His love,
    And wonders of His love,
    And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Public domain

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in Peace; Serve Your King!
C  Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising  
 14th Century German Tune



CONCERNING THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord’s Supper was commanded by Jesus Himself. (1 Corinthians 11:23-25) It is celebrated at this altar  
in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread  
and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent  
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth 
His death until He comes. We are also called upon to examine ourselves before participating in this holy 
meal. (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:23-29; Mathew 26:28; John 6:53-58) 

Q. Do you acknowledge your sins and are you 
willing to turn from them with the aid and 
assistance of the Holy Spirit?  
A. Yes, I acknowledge my sin and seek the Lord’s 
mercy. (1 John 1:8-9) 

Q. Do you believe that God, for Jesus’ sake, has 
forgiven you all your sins?  
A. Yes, Christ died for me and suffered the 
punishment that I deserved. (Isaiah 53:4-6; 
Romans 6:21-23) 

Q. Do you believe that the Lord offers Christian 
His body and blood, in, with, and under the bread 
and the wine for the strengthening of faith and 
the forgiveness of sins?  
A. Yes, I believe the Scripture which teaches, “Is 
not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give 
thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And 
is not the bread that we break a participation in 
the body of Christ?” (2 Corinthians 10:16) 

Q. Why did Jesus willingly sacrifice Himself on 
behalf of lost and condemned sinners like us?  
A. For His great love for the Father and for me 
and other sinners as it is revealed in John 3,  
John 11, Romans 5, and 1 John 3. 

Q. Should Christians with weak faith receive the 
sacrament?  
A. The Sacrament is especially offered for those 
of weak faith. (Isaiah 42:3; John 6:37)

Q. What conditions should cause a Christian to 
refrain from receiving the Sacrament?  
A. Disbelief (Hebrews 11:6), unwillingness to 
forgive another (Matthew 6:14-15), hatred  
(John 4:19-21), a refusal to repent (Acts 17:30),  
and refusal to recognize the body and blood of 
the Lord in the Sacrament. (1 Corinthians 11:28-29) 

Q. How then, does the Christian live?  
A. The entirety of the Christian’s life is offered  
to the Lord as a “living sacrifice.” (Romans 12:1-2)

Members of the LCMS and Redeemer Lutheran Church believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior 
and affirm the statements above. If you agree, without reservation, to these statements above, you are 
invited to come to His Table. If you do not agree with one or more of these statements, please refrain 
from participating in Holy Communion. Our communion practice is not intended to offend or exclude, 
but is an expression of our concern for people and our high regard for the Sacrament as Christ instituted 
it. We encourage you to speak with our Pastor or Elders about any statement(s) of disagreement and/or 
regarding the Holy Supper and the process of joining our congregation.
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