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WORSHIP… All worship begins with God. He is our Creator and 
He desires us to be in relationship with Him. He reaches out to us, 
and, in worship, draws us closer to Him. Jesus whom we come to 
know through Word and Sacrament, is the way God reveals Himself 
to us. And more, it is in His name that we approach the throne of 
the Almighty. In worship the believer through Jesus Christ, reaches 
out to his heavenly Father. As the Holy Spirit works through Word 
and Sacrament, we become aware of our need for God, and seek 
fellowship with God in the company of fellow believers. 

LUTHERAN… Originally a derogatory term for those who reminded 
the Church that it is “by grace you are saved through faith; and that 
not of yourself; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast.” (Ephesians 2:8- 9) Now, we embrace Lutheran to mean we 
are disciples of Jesus Christ who agree with Dr. Luther’s teaching 
from the Bible as summarized in his Small Catechism.

…DECENTLY AND IN ORDER… (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:40) Whether 
the service is closer to what some would call “traditional” or 
others “contemporary” - whether we are using hymns that may 
even pre-date the Reformation or music written in our lifetimes - 
there is an order to worship comprised of three parts: the Service 
of Preparation, the Service of the Word, and the Service of the 
Sacrament. Together, these three sections make up the whole 
worship order. 

HELP, HOPE, HOME, IN THE BODY OF CHRIST… If you have no 
church home of your own, we encourage you to get to know us and 
we invite you to participate in the other activities here. And more, 
we cordially invite you to join God’s family here at Redeemer.



THE DIVINE SERVICE
THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION

PRELUDE With the Lord Begin Your Task Peter Frank 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
Blessèd Jesus, at Your Word
    We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
    Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love You solely.

All our knowledge, sense, and sight
    Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night
    With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.

Gracious Savior, good and kind,
    Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;
    Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises;
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord,
    Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word,
    Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander,
Till we sing Your praises yonder.

Text: Public domain



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Stand 

INVOCATION 
The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

L  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen.  Matthew 28: 19b; [18: 20]

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
L  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C   But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,  

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 John 1: 8– 9 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

L  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C   Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

The Leader faces the congregation: 

L  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

[John 20: 19– 23] 
C  Amen.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE   (Romans 5:1) 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY   2 Timothy 4: 22 

L  The Lord be with you.
C   And also with you.
L  Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day is spoken.

C   Amen
The congregation is seated.

ANTHEM United in Christ Don Besig & Nancy Price 
 Marilyn Henstock, pianist 
 Claire Walker, trumpeter

THE READING OF GOD’S WRITTEN WORD

FIRST READING   Exodus 3:1-15
After the reading: 

R  This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING   2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, 13-17
After the reading: 

R  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL 
L  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 20th  chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord.
After the reading:

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to You, O Christ.



SERMON HYMN  I’m But a Stranger Here
I’m but a stranger here,
    Heav’n is my home;
Earth is a desert drear,
    Heav’n is my home.
Danger and sorrow stand
Round me on ev’ry hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland,
    Heav’n is my home.

What though the tempest rage,
    Heav’n is my home;
Short is my pilgrimage,
    Heav’n is my home;
And time’s wild wintry blast
Soon shall be overpast;
I shall reach home at last,
    Heav’n is my home.

Therefore I murmur not,
    Heav’n is my home;
Whate’er my earthly lot,
    Heav’n is my home;
And I shall surely stand
There at my Lord’s right hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland,
    Heav’n is my home.

Text: Public domain

SERMON  Who Am I?

TITHES & OFFERINGS    (Malachi 3:6-10; 2 Corinthians 9:7)

OFFERTORY Who Trusts In God a Strong Abode   Claudia de Sermisy 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED   (Romans 10:9-10)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born  
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into  
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come  
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   [1 Timothy 2: 1– 4] 

After each petition:

L  Lord, in Your mercy,
C  hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER   Matthew 6:7-13; 1 Chronicles 29:11-13

C  Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

L  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My (†) body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My (†) blood, which is 
shed for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Lord Jesus, Think on Me
Lord Jesus, think on me
    And purge away my sin;
From worldly passions set me free
    And make me pure within.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
    By anxious thoughts oppressed;
Let me Your loving servant be
    And taste Your promised rest.

Lord Jesus, think on me
    Amid the battle’s strife;
In all my pain and misery,
    O be my health and life!

Lord Jesus, think on me
    Nor let me go astray;
Through darkness and perplexity
    Point out Your chosen way.

Lord Jesus, think on me
    That, when this life is past,
I may the-eternal brightness see
    And share Your joy at last.

Text: Public domain

  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness,
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
    Come into the daylight’s splendor,
    There with joy your praises render.
Bless the One whose grace unbounded
This amazing banquet founded;
    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy,
    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.



Hasten as a bride to meet Him,
And with loving rev’rence greet Him.
    For with words of life immortal
    He is knocking at your portal.
Open wide the gates before Him,
Saying, as you there adore Him:
    Grant, Lord, that I now receive You,
    That I nevermore will leave You.

He who craves a precious treasure
Neither cost nor pain will measure;
    But the priceless gifts of heaven
    God to us has freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered,
None could buy the gifts here offered:
    Christ’s true body, for you riven,
    And His blood, for you once given.

Now in faith I humbly ponder
Over this surpassing wonder
    That the bread of life is boundless
    Though the souls it feeds are countless:
With the choicest wine of heaven
Christ’s own blood to us is given.
    Oh, most glorious consolation,
    Pledge and seal of my salvation!

Text (sts. 2–3): Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005473

TABLE THANKSGIVING

L  Now, may this the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen 
you in the one true faith unto life everlasting as you go in His peace and with His Spirit.

C  Amen.



POST COMMUNION COLLECT
L  Merciful Father, 

who gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life, 
that those who come to him should never hunger: 
draw us to the Lord in faith and love, 
that we may eat and drink with him 
at his table in the kingdom, 
where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

C  Amen

BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24-26)

L  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious  
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and (†) give you His peace.

C  Amen.

RECESSIONAL  Christ the Eternal Lord
Christ the eternal Lord,
    Whose promise here we claim,
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured
    On all who name Your name;
With thankfulness and praise
    We stand before Your throne,
Intent to serve You all our days
    And make Your glory known.

Christ the unchanging Word
    To ev’ry passing age,
Whose timeless teachings still are heard
    Set forth on Scripture’s page;
Transform our thought and mind,
    Enlighten all who read,
Within Your Word by faith to find
    The bread of life indeed.



Christ the unfading Light
    Of everlasting day,
Our Morning Star in splendor bright,
    The Life, the Truth, the Way;
That light of truth You give
    To servants as to friends,
Your way to walk, Your life to live,
    Till earth’s brief journey ends.

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005473

DISMISSAL 
L  Go in Peace; Trust Your King!  (Judges 18:6; Luke 7:50)

C  Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Lift Up Your Songs of Praise  Saint-Saens

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created in part by Lutheran Service Builder © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.



CONCERNING THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper was commanded by Jesus Himself. (1 Corinthians 11:23-25) It is celebrated at this altar  
in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread  
and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent  
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth 
His death until He comes. We are also called upon to examine ourselves before participating in this holy 
meal. (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:23-29; Mathew 26:28; John 6:53-58) 

Q. Do you acknowledge your sins and are you 
willing to turn from them with the aid and 
assistance of the Holy Spirit?  
A. Yes, I acknowledge my sin and seek the Lord’s 
mercy. (1 John 1:8-9) 

Q. Do you believe that God, for Jesus’ sake, has 
forgiven you all your sins?  
A. Yes, Christ died for me and suffered the 
punishment that I deserved. (Isaiah 53:4-6; 
Romans 6:21-23) 

Q. Do you believe that the Lord offers Christian 
His body and blood, in, with, and under the bread 
and the wine for the strengthening of faith and 
the forgiveness of sins?  
A. Yes, I believe the Scripture which teaches, “Is 
not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give 
thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And 
is not the bread that we break a participation in 
the body of Christ?” (2 Corinthians 10:16) 

Q. Why did Jesus willingly sacrifice Himself on 
behalf of lost and condemned sinners like us?  
A. For His great love for the Father and for me 
and other sinners as it is revealed in John 3,  
John 11, Romans 5, and 1 John 3. 

Q. Should Christians with weak faith receive the 
sacrament?  
A. The Sacrament is especially offered for those 
of weak faith. (Isaiah 42:3; John 6:37)

Q. What conditions should cause a Christian to 
refrain from receiving the Sacrament?  
A. Disbelief (Hebrews 11:6), unwillingness to 
forgive another (Matthew 6:14-15), hatred  
(John 4:19-21), a refusal to repent (Acts 17:30),  
and refusal to recognize the body and blood of 
the Lord in the Sacrament. (1 Corinthians 11:28-29) 

Q. How then, does the Christian live?  
A. The entirety of the Christian’s life is offered  
to the Lord as a “living sacrifice.” (Romans 12:1-2)

Members of the LCMS and Redeemer Lutheran Church believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior 
and affirm the statements above. If you agree, without reservation, to these statements above, you are 
invited to come to His Table. If you do not agree with one or more of these statements, please refrain 
from participating in Holy Communion. Our communion practice is not intended to offend or exclude, 
but is an expression of our concern for people and our high regard for the Sacrament as Christ instituted 
it. We encourage you to speak with our Pastor or Elders about any statement(s) of disagreement and/or 
regarding the Holy Supper and the process of joining our congregation.


